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On Oct. 9, Gov. Fausto Zapata of San Luis Potosi submitted his resignation to the state legislature.
The move came less than two weeks after Zapata, a member of the ruling Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI), was sworn in after having been declared the winner in Aug. 18 elections. In his
resignation letter, Zapata said he had decided to step down in order to avoid "endangering
the possibilities of peaceful coexistence" among competing political forces in San Luis Potosi.
Meanwhile, Zapata's main opponent in the elections, Salvador Nava, marked the 12th day of a
march to Mexico City. The objective of the march was to publicize Nava's protest against electoral
fraud. Nava supporters in San Luis Potosi carried out numerous protest activities, including a
permanent sit-in which prevented Zapata from entering the governor's offices in the state capital.
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari named PRI member Gonzalo Martinez Corbala to act as
interim governor until new elections are held. A similar sequence of events took place last month in
Guanajuato state, where the PRI forced Ramon Aguirre to resign from the governor's post. Aguirre
stepped down after 11 days of street protests by supporters of Vicente Fox, National Action Party
(PAN) candidate for governor. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 10/09/91; Washington Post, 10/11/91)
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